SANS-SOUCI  AND  COBLENZ

articles which at times had been concocted ad hoc. Hints
which I took leave on occasion to give that certain letters
might, by the Queen's management, have been procured and
placed there through Herr von Schleinitz, brought upon me
a very sharp snub. The King with his chivalrous feeling
entered the lists absolutely on his wife's side, even when
the appearances were clearly against her. He emphatically
refused to believe such a thing even if it were true.

I have never held it to be the duty of an envoy at a
friendly court to notify in his dispatches home every
inharmonious detail; especially as at St. Petersburg I was
honoured with a confidence which I should have thought
it hazardous to give to foreign diplomatists in Berlin.
Every piece of information calculated to excite ill-feeling
between ourselves and Russia would have been used by
the policy of the Queen, at that time as a rule anti-
Russian, to the loosening of our relations with Russia;
whether from aversion to Russia, or from transitory con-
siderations of popularity, or from goodwill towards
England, and in the presumption that goodwill towards
England, and even towards France, was a sign of a higher
grade of civilisation and culture than goodwill towards
Russia.

In 1849, after the Prince of Prussia, as governor of the
Rhine Province, had permanently transferred his resi-
dence to Coblenz, the antagonistic attitude of the two
Courts of Sans-Souci and Coblenz gradually settled down
into a smothered opposition, in which the female ele-
ment played a part on the side of the King, though in a
less degree than on that of the Prince. The influence of
Queen Elizabeth in favour of Austria, Bavaria, and Sax-
ony was, as a result of the bond naturally proceeding from